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GOVERNORõS MESSAGE 

 

Dear Pilgrim William White Society Members,  

The Pilgrim William White Society has hit the 100 members mark!  We 
had to drop some of our members because of non-payment of dues; 
however, weõve gained enough new members to place us at 100 mem-
bers.  I want to take this opportunity to WELCOME our new members 
and to THANK our dedicated members for making this a growing, 
thriving organization.  

Since the January 2016 newsletter was published, the Board of Direc-
tors voted to use the òfamily pictureó --the black and white silhouette 
of the pilgrim man (representing William White), woman holding a 
baby (representing Susanna holding Peregrine), and a pilgrim boy 
(representing Resolved) that is used on our flag, newsletter, and on 
the 2015-2017 Directoryñas the symbol or logo for The Pilgrim Wil-
liam White Society.  So our membership certificates now have this fami-
ly logo on them instead of the ship we used previously.  Member Jane 
Hurt from Kansas is the first member to have a certificate with the new 
logo. 

The Board of Directors also voted to enter the Family Society Partner-
ship with the General Society of Mayflower Descendants with a yearly 
donation of $250.  This newly adopted policy by GSMD is as follows:  
òFor a donation of $250 from the Family Society to GSMD annually to-
ward marketing costs, with $100 of each donation going to the Silver 
Books Research, a Family Society would receive the following: 
1.  Become part of GSMD public relations and marketing efforts; 
2.  Have a link on GSMDõs website bto a Family Society website; 
3.  Designate a meeting time during the GSMD meeting schedule at 
Congress; 
4, To communicate and market news of Family Societies in GSMD 
Quarterly; 
5.  Any contribution in excess of $1,000 annually may be designated for 
additional research on its ancestor; 
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 6.  Upon GSMD membership, GSMD would forward information to pursue Family Society membership; 
7.  Upon Family Society membership, Family Societies would forward the website link to pursue GSMD 
membership; 
8.  If such reciprocities outlined above are followed, Family Societies may display a GSMD symbol, furnished 
by GSMD on their website and promotional materials.ò 
 
David Grinnell (on behalf of the Financial Review Committee) has submitted a report that is found elsewhere 
in this newsletter.  The report contains an investment suggestion that the Board is now considering.  Our 
thanks to David for performing the 2015 financial review. 

Some of our members have asked for insignia and logo items such as caps, shirts, etc.  The Board created an 
Insignia Committee and Carol Young agreed to Chair the committee.  Mary Meeks is a member of the com-
mittee.  If you would like to serve on the committee, please contact Prarie at prariec@me.com.  Carol has been 
talking with Hamilton Jewelers about creating a small piece of insignia that could be used as a charm, pendant 
for a necklace, or lapel pin.  By the next newsletter, we should have something to show you.  Our thanks to 
Carol and Mary for working this project for us. 
 
A published family history is so very valuable to descendants.  We appreciate Jim Fowler sharing with us the 
information he obtained from the class he attended at the Maryland Historical Society.   I hope you find it as 
useful as I have.   

Lineage Research Committee member Donna Crosby contacted a researcher in the UK (Anna Forrest) regard-
ing a new effort in researching William and Susanna White.  Anna Forrestôs reply to Donna is printed in this 
newsletter.  I have to tell you that after reading her reply, I felt very depressed and hopeless in the quest to find 
out more information about our William and Susanna.  My hope was restored; however, when I read Donna 
Crosbyôs own article.  There are so many questions and paths of research.  We must always keep thinking, and 
looking, and digging for a new clue.  Iôm not ever giving up and I hope you feel the same way. 

 

Until the next newsletter in July, have a fun spring and summer. 

 

Prarie  

Spring at the Dallas Arboretum 

    Picture courtesy of Prarie Counce 

mailto:prariec@me.com
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Editors Notes: 

I wish to apologize to our Cousin Judy Yankoviak.  She wrote a critique of the Thanksgiving Pilgrim pro-
gramming and I overlooked it when I put the Winter issue together.  She feels the article is no longer timely to 
include in this issue.  Judy, I am deeply sorry and hope you will consider contributing an article for a future 
issue. 

 

This issue was fun to put together.  The articles submitted focused on the possible origins of William and Su-
sanna and on connections to the Vassals.. I am always intrigued by what I receive.  Send me an article when-
ever the urge strikes, you donôt need to wait for a request from me! 

 

Cousin Carol Young attended a dinner that is held each year in New York City for Mayflower descend-
ants.  I did not know there was such an event.  Maybe we can add it to our calendars and all attend next year! 
See page 5.  
 

Harper and Kirksey Smith, grandchildren of deputy governor Alan Smith, loved their Thanksgiving 

gifts from the Pilgrim William White Society.  They both enjoy learning about their heritage and the role their 

family played in founding the Plymouth Colony.  Harper is in sixth grade.  He is a voracious reader, takes 

Taekwondo, and enjoys shooting sports and anything involving water.  Kirksey is a fourth grader who loves 

dogs and anything outdoors.  She is a dancer and singer who loves to perform.  Like the rest of their family 

(deputy governors excepted), Harper and Kirksey are rabid Clemson football fans.  The recent Ken Burns 

American Experience documentary and National Geographicós Saints and Sinners prompted a renewed inter-

est in the Pilgrim story for both Harper and Kirksey.  They especially enjoyed seeing their ancestor, Susannah 

White, portrayed in Saints and Sinners.   

 

 

 

 

 

Saints and Sinners  

   National Geographic Channel  

                  Fall 2015 
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How to Publish Your Family Story by James Fowler 

The Maryland Mayflower Society and the Maryland Society of the Sons of the American Revolution spon-

sored ñA Genealogy WorkshopðHow to Publish Your Family Storyò at the Maryland Historical Society in 

Baltimore Jan. 16, 2016. 

 

The major objective of the workshop, conducted by James B. Battles, governor of the Maryland Mayflower 

Society, and Timothy D. Mallory, deputy governor, was ñto provide background on self-publishing and on-

demand printing of genealogy books.ò  Both presenters have published a number of family history books. 

Battles pointed out that while ñself-publishing has been around a long time, print on- demand has given a ma-

jor boost to self-publishing by drastically reducing the cost and other barriers related to traditional printing.ò  

There are numerous self-publishing vendors to choose from including Archway Publishing, createspace, out-

skirts press, dog ear publishing and Lulu.com.  Both Battles and Mallory use Lulu.com. 

In addition to either a desktop or laptop computer, a flatbed scanner is a necessity says Battles.  ñYou will 

also need a word processing program and scanning and photo editing software,ò he notes, adding that geneal-

ogy software is helpful. 

 

ñEstablish boundaries at the outset,ò he suggests.  ñDecide where to begin and where to endðhow far back 

you want to go and how many generations you want to cover.  You also must determine if you have the infor-

mation to tell the story and if not determine if you can get it.ò 

 

When choosing a book size ñthere are really only two choices,ò according to Battles.  ñMost books are 6 x 9-

inches, but consider 8.5 x 11-inches if you are using lots of pictures.ò   

 Mallory explains that there are two standard genealogical formats: 

1. Discordancy format (registry styles) begins with an ancestor and moves forward.  The first para-

graph contains all vital statics for the main person.  Tell the personôs story as completely as possi-

ble. 

2. Ancestor table (Ahnentafel) begins at or near present and traces direct lines back to the earliest 

known ancestor.  He cites the ñGuide to Genealogical Writing,ò just published by The New Eng-

land Historic and Genealogical Society, as a most useful tool. 

 

Mallory emphasizes the importance of providing documentation of all important information for records of 

birth, marriage, death and other life facts of each individual.  He recommends doing a complete reference list 

for each ancestor at the end of their section. For a copy of the Battles/Mallory Microsoft Office PowerPoint 

presentation, ñHow to Publish Your Family Story,ò email mayflower383@verizon.net.  It will be emailed to 

you as an attachment. 

  

Jim   
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On March 9th, The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York hosted its annual Cousins 
Dinner on West 51st Street.   Each dinner table represented one of the Pilgrim ances-
tors.  It was a very festive affair with lovely pink and white floral arrangements and pink 
bal- loons.  Unfortunately, I was the only William White descendant present whereas 
the Brewster clan had 4 tables! 
 
The good news is that even with fewer descendants, our Pilgrim William White Soci-
ety is thriving!  I hope many of you will be able to attend this gala event in 2017.  It 
was great fun! 
 

Cousin Carol Young  

 

                   Welcome Our New Members 

Jane Ellen Groves Riddell Hurt              Descends from Peregrine                     

Victoria Stillman Withers                       Descends from Resolved 

Allison Austin Withers                           Descends from Resolved                                             

Cathy Marie Gilbert Shay                       Descends from Peregrine 

Charles Rice Bourland, Jr                       Descends from Resolved 

Aida Campbell   New Friend member   Aida is a martial arts instructor  

 


